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·,, IN a step towards environmen­
tal sustainability, the.Indian
"Railways h�$ saved over 

"Iii 600 crore litre diesel over ihe 
past decade, �ihr-educ­

•.. ti.on of more than 400 crore kg 
J: of carbon dioxide (CO2} emis­

fil.9llS. AcC8rtling ti> the minis_-
try of railway� this-in� C02 
reductioh:i,&·roughly:equival� 
to _planting 16 crore sapl:in,gs. 

"This lias Been achieved, 
Showcasing Indian R�ways.., 

• dedic;ation· to su.s.tainaoility
"bi. and reducing its �bQn foot­

print Jlh,ead of becoming net
:ZerO by 2030," a senior railway
official said, adding that the

•, Railways is quickly becommg 
the most environment-friendly 
-and ener.gy--efficienrmoo.e of 
national trans.port: 

"Over the :past 10 years, the 
.-.: railways has saved more than 

640 crorentres of diesel and cut 
-��- CO2emissipnsby400 crorekil-
1.i.it'\ ograms through initiatives

aimed at achie'Ving the goal of 
becoming thErnatfon's net-zero 
emission transport provider. 
The reduction of 400 crorekilo­
grams of 002 emissions is 
equivalent to planting 16 crore 

_\ saJ)lings across the country," 
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· the official said.
"TheRa:ilwllYS lia:s made sub­

stantial pro� in elf;l:ct:riffca­
til:>n of ran routes; bavmg-elec­
trffied 4a,922km. of tracks over
the past 10 years, compared ta
just&,188km donebetween2004
and.201&. ,'l'his.has significantly
contributed to fQ.elsaving$ and
emissions reductions, making
railway trimsp9rt more SU$­
tainable," the official said.

Officials said eco-friendly
initiatives in water conserva­
tion, such as the mstallation of
rain water �esting (RWH)
systel;JlS on.railway pre�.
have been impl�ented.

"7,�RWRsystems.had �
installed by March.20,U, and In-

� 

dianRailways plans to progres­
s ively proctrr� renewable  
energy from various power 
som-ce& to :fin'ther re<;lnce ear­
lionemissiol;l.S," offidals said. 

Railway Minister Ashwini 
Vaisbnaw bas set a missi<>n to 
tr�orm. the entire .railway 
network into a net--zero emis­
sion transport system by 203Q. 

The offi�ial quoted above 
prov;ided figures, noting that 
494 megawatts (MW) of solar 
power (from both rooftops and 
lafid-based p1ants) <!Dd 1Q3 MW 
of wind ROW.er have been com­
missioned by the Indlan Rail­
ways as of Janu:ary'20� as part 
of this :net-� push. 

''The.Indian.Railways has m-

7kf JVi.u) 2.i...d<O."Y\. rc_�,,-0df : l 7 )o3} '2.o'L�--

troduced several epergy-s.wmg 
measures, such as eon:vl'!rting 
�d-on-generation(EOG)trains 
mto head�n-gE$eration(HOG) 
trains, wllich reduce noise and 
air pollutj.on at stations and on­
boatd, as well a"S signifieanfly 
lowering��pnonin 
power cars." the official said, 
adding that th�·�1�tion 
of routes .has been instrumen­
tal fu reducing c;arbon emis,. 
sions, savmgdi� and cutting 
associat€d costs. 

Minister Vaislmaw :ha'a told 
the Lok Sabha that the Rail­
way§ is adyafic�tb.e electrifi­
cation of broad gaug? railway 
lines at a mission-driven _pac�. 
achieving approx:inmtely 97% 
electrification ofits total broad_ 
ga:tJ.ge.network. 

The-� mini�ter noted that 
around 45,200 km of the- broad 
gauge network have oeen"elec­
tcified since 2014-15_ He hlgh­
lighted-a s:ignific:ant iiicrease in 
the.pace of .electrificaticm, from 
ap_pr-oximat�y l.!12 km �er day 
during2004-14 to.about 19.7km. 
per day :in.2023-24. 

He emphasised that electric 
traction � not only more'.envi­
ron'lll.entally viable but a lso 
nearly 70 % more economical 
compared to diesel traction. 


