% Rlys cut carbon emission by 400 cr kg in 10 yrs
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tal sustainability, the Indian
Railways has saved over
600 crorelitre diesel over the
past decade, resulting in reduc-
tion of more than 400 crore kg
of carbon dioxide (CO2) emis-
sions. According to the minis-
try of railways, this moch CO2
reduction isroughly equivalent
to planting 16 erore saplings.

“This has been achieved,
showcasing Indian Railways’
dedication to sustainability
and reducing its earben foot-
print ahead of becoming net
zero by 2030,” a senior railway
official said, adding that the
Railways is quickly becoming
the most environment-friendly
and energy-efficient mode of
national transport.

“Over the past 10 years, the
railways has saved more than
640 crore litres of diesel and cut
CO2 emissionsby 400 crorekil-
ograms through initiatives
aimed at achieving the goal of
becoming the nation’s net-zero
emission transport provider.
The reduction of 400 crore kilo-
grams of CO2 emissions is
equivalent to planting 16 crore
saplings across the country,”

emissions reductions, making
railway transport more sus-
tainable,” the official said.

Officials said eco-friendly
initiatives in water conserva-
tion, such as the installation of
rain water harvesting (RWH)
systems on railway premises,
have been implemented.

7,692 RWH systems had been
installed by March 2024, and In-
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The official quoted above
provided figures, noting that
494 megawatts (MW) of solar
power (from both rooftops and
land-based plants) and 103 MW
of wind pewer have been com-
missioned by the Indian Rail-
ways as of January 2025 as part
of this net-zero push.

“The Indian Railways has in-

troduced several energy-saving
measures, such as converting
end-on-generation (EOG) trains
into head-on-generation (HOG)
trains, which reduce noise and
air pollution at stations and on-
board, as well as significantly
lowering diesel consnmptionin
power cars,” the official said,
adding that the electrification
of routes has been instrumen-
tal in reducing carbon emis-
sions, savingdiese), and cutting
associated costs.

Minister Vaishnaw had told
the Lok Sabha that the Rail-
ways is advancing the electrifi-
cation of broad gauge railway
lines at a mission-driven pace,
achieving approximately 97%
electrification of its total broad
gauge network.

The minister noted that
around 45,200 ko of the broad
gauge network have been elec-
trified since 2014-15. He high-
lighted a significant increase in
the pace of electrification, from
approximately 1.42 km per day
during 2004-14 to about 19.7 km
per day in 2023-24.

He emphasised that electric
traction is not only more envi-
ronmentally viable but also
nearly 70% more economical
compared to diesel traction.




