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1NCESSANT .rain coupled with 
the c,,pening of Satbanur dam 
have lea. to the :tl()9ding of over 
300-villages .in Villupuram, with 
thousan& of l)e9Ple stranded. in 
t heir homes on Monday. Several 
theusandheci:aq!s of agricul.tur­
alJand gotmundated, jncw:ring 
heavy loss. One�o:n died al­
legedly by dro:wnmg at Kun­
dalapuliyur .in Villapuram but 
offici.a1sare yet confirm it 

Do.at:Q theflooding, CollectorC 
Tulani annomiced oru.xiaY holi­
day fQr schools and cOlleges _on 
Tuesday in Villtn>aram whileKa­
JlakuriclliJ',ollectorMSPrasaru:h 

announcea 1eavefor schools and 
colleges in Th:i:rukov:ilur taluk 
alone, o:n Tue;;ctay. 

The water level at Sathanur 
¢mi .in Tiruvan:namalai has 
reached 118feet out of fts total 
� of 119 feet on Sa� 
� aresuJt.1.68.lakh:cubicfeet of 
water was released, and officmls 
issued a.flood alert Jare Sunday 
nightfer over 200 downstream 
villages. 

Unaware of the ll.ooo.warning, 
J)E!Opleliving along the banks of 
The_pennai riv.er:in Thirukovilur, 
Tb.iraven'namaUm; Gingee and 
Vlkravandi taluks woxe lJll to 
flooded.homes and�. 

AstheTh�tlood­
ed. due to heavyinflow or-water 
fi:om Satba:nur dam. it's tnl>u-

People moving to safety after their houses got flooded in Chinnakanganamkuppam 
in Cuddalore on Monday I s111u R 

� the Malatt:m;.rgnningacross 
PElhµlgi.yur vill.age:washed ofl; 
the. Chennai - Ttichy national 
high.way. 

Meanwhile in Puducherry, the 

tloods triggered by overflowing 
$ankarapa_ranj and Then Pen­
.ruiiyar rivers in.uno.ated fields 
and residential areas. While ur­
ban regions have begun recover-

� Htrdu di: � j /I�) �Ur 

ing with 90% of power supply 
restored and stagnant water 
drained from most areas, the ru­
ral communities still fear the 
worst as water levels are on the 
rise. Tuesday has been declared 
a holiday for all schools in rural 
areas. 

BahourMLARSenthilKmnar 
said the volume of water now 
.flowing in Theil Pen:niyar is 
thrice that of the .inflow during 
the2.ll'21..floods. ''Over one--fQUitb. 
of1her:iYemn:ikbassubmm,ged," 
he�d�. 

Manyruraiareasremainw.ifhe 
OUtlJ(>W�particularly Ba.horn; 
-where outag(! has now ex� 
48 pours. While electricity has 
been.restored in some .regions 
the villages tiear the rtvernanks 

are still cut off, says V Cba):f 
cirasekhar, a_residentef Baham; 

LtGovernorKKailasbuaf:b. 
an,, ChiefMimster N� 
.PWD Miruster KLaksbmiua�Y,­
anan, and District Collector A. 
Kulothu.nganv:isited affected.ar. 
easTo assess tbe,situafion. 

However, t he. �ents have 
nee:n.fimltingtbe governmentfu,t; 
issuing.no l)rior intimation be­
fore opening dam shutters. � 
resjdentof NmiankQp_pam wbose 
.housellas beenlloodea, crtticiSEJ(l 
the lack of• timely warnings 
aboutreleasmg water from Vee­
dur dain. H_owe� Chief Mirris­
ter N Rangasamy clarified tba.t 
the release was unavoidable d$ 
mh£aVYrainsin-thedrufi'sca:tch­
mentareas. 


