
Forest fire rages in Himacllal; 
rain expected to bring relief 
The tire J� Jortedtx,affected 12,718 hectares ofland and caused a loss of ?4.61 crore; State government plans to form a 
dedicated battalion ofNDRF which will be trained for firefighting to reduce losses; IMD forecasts rain in the State today 

Vikas Vasudeva 
CHANDIGARH.\ 

prolonged dry spell 
and unusually high 
temperatures 

across Hima:chal Pradesh 
in the past month have 
.triggered several wildfires 

''that have . destroyed 11ec­
tares of forest cover and , 

1 dam.aged biodiversity and 
. tbe tbrellt ecqsystem. 

The government data 
show as many as 1,318 for: 

\ ' ' 

est fire outbreaks have 
been reported c,1cross the 
State this yea,r. 

The average maximum 
and minimt1m tempera­
tures have ·been hovering 
,appreciably above; normal 
in. Himacha:l Pradesh since 
May. The temperature, 
coupl�d with dry spells, 

: poses a big challenge for 
· th_e State government to,

control the forest fires. Ho•
wever, with dry weather
conditions and warm tem­
peratures expected to
abate in the days to come,
there is hope that incidents
of outbreaks will abate.

The government . data
show that forest fires were
reported in areas falling
under the forest·cirdes of
Shimla, Chamba, Bilaspur, 
Dharamshafa, Hamirpur,
Kullµ Mandi, Ramplir, Na-
,. 

' ' 

I trend: The government d;ata show as many as 1,318 forest fire outbreaks have been reported 
I . . 

across Himachal Pradesh this'year. PTI 
· · · 

han, Solan, and the Great 
Hiinalayan National Park at 
Shamshi in the Kullu re­
gion, affecting 12,718 hec­
tares of land, ;including 
i,789 hecta_res of planta-' 

tion, causing a preliminary 
financial,loss ofN

7
61 crore. 

\ 

Long term measures 
Chief Minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu presided over 
a meeting of the Forest De­
partment in Shimla on 
Monday t9 deliberate on 
the fires, and directed the 
department to address the 
issue. He instructed them 

., 

to initiate long-term mea­
sures, along with imme� 
diate initiatives, tb curb the 
problem. 

He said the State govern­
ment was contemplating 
forming a dedicated batta· 

)lion of the National Disas-' 
ter Response Force (NDRF) 
sp�cially equipped and 
trained for firefighting to 
reduce losses in forest 
areas. In· addition, he 
called for the strengthen· 
iilg of fire services· in 374

forest beats that are highly 
vttln,erable to (ot�st 1;ires. 

Mr. Sukhu underlined 

the need to diversify the 
conifer plant regions with 
specific plant species to 
help retairi moisture and 
reduce the number of fire 
outbreaks. He also direct­
ed-the Forest Dep,111me11,t 'i 
to' c.0ndu�t a study to look 
into the causes of fires and 
recommend · necessary 
action. 

Western disturbance 
As the forest fires rage, re­
lief is expected as a fresh 
western disturbance is1 ex­
pected to approach 'the 
State by June 4 .. _uJn, May, 

InMay, the average 'I 
maximum temperature 
was around 4 degrees 
Celsius above normaJ,, · 
while the average was 2 
to 3 degrees Celsius · 
above normal 
SURINDERPAL 

!MD Director 

the avei:age inaxiinum 
temperature was around 4 
degrees Celsius above nor'. 
mal, while the average mi-
dJmw1Hemperature was 2 
to 3 degrees Celsius above 
normal at many places in 
the State. Both the maxi­
mum and minimum tern'. 
peratutes have been ab­
normally nigher this year 
for over a month," said Su­
rinder Pal, Director at -t)le 
India Meteorological De­
partment (IMD) in Shimla. 

"The weather was dry 
and warmer, and there was 
hardly any humidity, 
whicl;l increases the proba­
bility of forest fires. Howev­
er, we are expecting a fresh 
western disturbance on 
June 4, which. would pro· 
vide respite froni the treat-
wave conditions and high 
temperatures in most parts 
of.the State','' he said. 
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