
Right against climate change 
linked to Articles 14, 21: SC 
It says 'ti ts to life and e uali cannot not be full realised without clean, stable environment; 

underscores the hnportant role solar power would play in arresting the ills of climate change 
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T
he Supreme Court 
has m:<:lgnised a 
much.felt, but less 

articulated right against 
the adverse effects of cli­
mate change as a distinct 
fundamental right in the 
Constitution. 

"It is yet to be articulat­
ed that the people have a 
right against the adverse ef­
fects of climate change. 
This is perhaps because. 
this right and the right to· a 
clean environment are two 
sides of the same coin. As 
the havoc caused by cli­
mate change increases 
year-by-year, it becomes 
necessary to articulate this 
as a distinct right. It is re-

1 cognised by Articles 14 
(right to equality) and 21 
(right to life);' the Supreme 
Court observed in a judg­
ment released on April 6. 

The judgment came in a 
case connected with the 
survival of the enda,ngered 
Great Indian Bustard spe­
cies. 

An order :was pro­
nounced in ape:n court on 
March 21, constituting an 
_expert committee to exa­
mine the probtem faced by 
the bird specie5 whose nat­
ural habitat . and flight 

The judgment noted that ·the right to a healthy environment, safe 
from the ill-effects of climate change, was a human right. 

routes collide with power 
transmission lines in Guja­
rat and Rajasthan. 

The case had been post­
ed for further hearing in 
August. However, the 
court, unannounced, 
uploaded a judgment dur­
ing the weekend. The text 
of the judgment mainly fo­
cuses several paragraphs 
on climate change and its 
adversities. 

Llnking the right against 
,climate change to Articles 
21' and 14, Chief Justice 
Chandrachud said the 
rights to life and equality 
could not be fully realised 
without a clean, stable 
environment. 

"The right to health 
(which is a part of the right 
to life under Article 21) is 
impacted due to factors 

such as air pollution, shifts 
in vector-b_orne disease�, 
rising temperatures, 
droughts, shortages in 
food supplies due to crop 
failure, storms, and flood­
ing. The inability of under­
served communities to 
adapt to climate change or 
cope with its effects vio­
lates the right to life as well 
as the right to equality ... If 
climate change and envi­
ronmental degradation 
lead to acute food and wa­
ter shortages in a particu­
lar �ea, poorer communi­
ties will suffer more than 
richer ones," the.judgment 
said. 

The court also highlight­
ed the interconnection bet­
ween climate change and 
various human rights, in­
cluding the right to health, 

indigenous rights, gender 
equality, and the right to 
development. 

The judgment noted 
· that the _right to a healthy
environment, safe froni
the ill-effects of climate·
change, was a '\fundamen-
tal htinian right".

India's solar potential
The court underscored the
important role solar power
would play in arresting the
ills of climate change.

India needed to shift to
solar power due to three is­
sues - One; the country is
likely to account for 25% of

. global energy demand 
' growth over the next two 

decades; Two, rampant air 
pollution emphasises the 
need for cleaner energy 
sources; Three declining 
groundwater levels and de­
creasing anriual rainfall. 

By shifting towards re­
newable energy sources, 

1 

India enhances its energy· 
security, reducing reliance 
on volatile fossil fuel mar­
kets and mitigating the 
risks associated with ener­
gy squcity. Additionally, 
the adoption of renewable 
energy technologies helps 
in curbing air · pollution, 
thereby improving public 
health and reducing 
healthcare costs 


