Over 765 heavy rainfall spells in Himalayan states this monsoon
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Pune: A record 765 very
heavy to extremely heavy

rainfall events have lashed,

‘the Himalayan ‘states this
monsoon, triggering land-
slides and flash floods that
battered roads, homes and
villages across Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Jammu & Kashmir, and
claimed dozens of lives.

IMD data shows the num-
ber of very heavy to extreme-
ly heavyrainfall spellsin 2025
is the highest in five years,
with still a week left for the
‘season till Sept-end. The tally
marks a steep rise from 401
such events in 2021, 564 in

STEEP RISE IMD data shows the number of very heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall spells in 2025 is the highest in five years

2022, 703;in 2023 and 505 in

2024, underlining a troubling:

trend of more frequent and
intense downpours in the
fragile hill states.
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K S Hosalikar, former
head of climate research and
services at IMD, Pune, said:
“Frommid-Aug, wehaveseen
a series of low pressure sys-

Iroliot

tems forming in the Bay of
Bengal. As these systems
moved inland and interacted
with western disturbances,
they gavealotof rainfallover
the hilly terrain of Uttarak-
hand and Himachal Pra-
desh.”

Experts said the steep Hi-
malayan slopes magnify the
impact of such deluges, and
the growing number of ur-
bansettlementsandroad pro-
jectshas increased therisks.

Usually, monsoon per-
formance varies sharply

_across states, but this season

has been unusually consis-
tent, Hosalikar said. “For
more than two months now,
the rainfall departure for In-
dia as a whole has hovered

around 10610108% of normal.
Such a umiform and sus-
tained excassisrare,” hesaid

A senior IMD official said,
“Two back-fo-back western
disturbances, during Aug-
end and beginning of Sept,
saw the maximum number of
heavy, very heavy and ex-
tremely heavy rainfall events
in the Himalayan states. In
2025, up to Sept 19, we have al-
ready seen about 17 western
disturbances, compared to
the normal of 13-14 during
this period. The western dis-
turbances in the second half
of Aughad a very long life cy-
cle and were unusually slow-
moving, which could haveal-
soplayed arole.”

G P Sharma, president of

Al 25loq) 200

yn}et Weather Services,
said,” “The nuwmber of very
heavy rain everits this yearis .

- definitely more than average.

But what really draws atten-
tion is when such events :
cause chaos and destruction.
Particularly in Uttarakhand,
the damage is not only due to
natural weather systems; lo- :
cal human interventions :
have also played a role. In the
name of development, we
have disturbed slopes, al-
terad floodplains and even
changed natural
routes. Earlier, such areas

may not have been affectedas -

badly. But now, once heavy
rains occur, the water takes
these altered routes, leading
todevastation.”
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