
One-third of India sees deficit rainfall 

over a month after monsoon arrival 
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( ONE-and-a-half months after 
the arri�al of the So�thwesf 
monsoon, around 401% of dis­
triets covering tl)e oauntry's 
one-thitd area bave received 

. deficient ralrtfall as per the )at-
• I • � •6f tb,�, .Met 0•

. lei cal Depa:cli:a:atl.t (Ir,AD). · 
The W!')aker monsoon has left 

_ the agrarian region of North­
west, Central, and East Indian 
states high and dcy. 

As per tb.e JMD, agricultur­
ally: erucial states such as Har­
yana, Pt1.t1,1ab, Odisha, UHar 
Pradesh, West Bengal, ?vradbya 

.. Pradesh, Gujarat and Ghbattis­
garh registered,deficitrainf� 
in a large nwnber of dtstrk:ts. 

Uttar Pradesh saw deficient 
monsoon tn 29 distrl ts: 0hhat­
tisgru; h in 21; Odisha 20; Gu­
jr:trat19; MadliyaP,t'adesh, West 
.Bengal and Jharkhanq 16; Bi­
lli\r 15, and }!1.ll)jab 14. 

About 33% of the total 729 
, districts registered deficient 

monsoon (when deficient rain­
fallis ina categoty-69% to-20%

of the long-period average), 
while 5¾ of distdc4l recorded 
la1.1ge deficien i:alnfall (-99% to 
-60% category). 

Currently, the deficient rain­
fall districts fall in 11 sub-mete­
orological divisions constitut­
ing 31 % of the country's area. 
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However, 18 sub-meteorological 
c:tivisions covering 58 % ,of the 
country are uhder average cat­
egory rainfall . 

Aje 1i Pandey, 34, a paddy 
farmeF from Bihar's Patna dis­
trict, is dejected over the mon­
soon's poor performance so far. 
ln, June, Jabna recorded 77% 
rainfall deflcit, whereas tn Bi­
har, th.eo�eriill deficit was 50 % . 
In July; monsoon wind gained 
strength and minimised the 
ove.r;all huge gap to -31 % . Yet, 
Bihar'S' 15 districts registered 
deficient-rainfall. 

"Unlike in June, we saw good 
monsoon over the first week of 
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July. But then after it started 
waning, denting our hope to 
grow paddy timely;" he said. 

Scientists at the IMO said the 
monsoon will regain sb:ength 
afta· July16. However, itwill be 
primarily active in the South­
ern Peninsula; Central India 
and Western India. 

The impact of deficient mon• 
soon is also visible on the water 
storage level of the country's 
150 major reservoits. rr11e over­
all storage position is less than 
the corresponding pedod of 
last year in the country and 
also less than the normal stor­
age (10 years average) . 


