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Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
Aliganj, Jorbagh Road
New Delhi-110 003

Dated: 8 January, 2024

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Sub: Stay imposed by Hon’ble Supreme Court with reference to the SOP dated 7t July
2021 and OM dated 28t January 2022 - reg.

The Ministry issued a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) dated 7t July 2021
bearing the file number 22-21/2020-1A1II, for identification and handling of violation
cases under EIA Notification 2006 in compliance to order of the Hon’ble National Green
Tribunal in Appeal No. 34/2020 (WZ) titled Tanaji B. Gambhire Vs Chief Secretary,
Government of Maharashtra.

2. The SoP was challenged in the Madurai Bench of the High Court of Madras in the
matter W.P.(MD) No. 11757 of 2021 titled Fatima Vs Union of India and was interim
stayed vide order dated 15 July 2021,

3. Subsequently, in the Order dated 9t December 2021 in the matter of Civil Appeal
Nos. 7576-7577 of 2021 in Electrosteel Steels Limited Vs Union of India and Ors., the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India inter-alin observed the following:

"93. The interim order passed by the Madras High Court appears to be misconceived.
However, this Court is not hearing an appeal from that inferim order. The interim stay
passed by the Madras High Court can have no application to operation of the Standard
Operating Procedure to projects in territories beyond the territorial jurisdiction of Madras
High Court. Moreover, final decision may have been taken in accordance with the

Orders/Rules prevailing prior to 7 July, 2021."

4. In this regard, the Ministry issued an OM dated 28" January, 2022 for circulating
the above order of the Hon'ble Supreme Court to all the EACs and SEIAAs/SEACs. In
view of the above observations of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, violation proposals

Page 1 of 2



pertaining to all the States except the State of Tamil Nadu were being appraised at the
Central level and the respective SETAAs/SEACs.

5. However, the Hon’ble Supreme Court in W.P.(C) No. 1394/2023 titled Vanashakti
vs. Union of India, has stayed the operation of both the Office Memoranda dated 7t July
2021 and dated 28t January 2022 issued by this Ministry.

6.  The copy of the order which is self-explanatory is enclosed herewith for necessary

action.

7. This is issued with the approval of the competent authority.
'gf , EZ“““’A? 2y

(Sundar Ramanathan)
Scientist E

Encl: As above.

To

I. Chairperson/ Member Secretaries of all Expert Appraisal Committees
2. Chairperson/Member Secretaries of all SEIAAs/SEACs
3. All Officers of IA Division

Copy for information to

1. PSto Hon'ble MEF&CC

2. PSto Hon'ble MoS, EF&CC

3. PPS to Secretary, EF&CC

4. PPSto AS (TK)/]S (SKB)

5. Website, MoEF&CC /Guard file
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ITEM NO.23 COURT NO.3 SECTION PIL-W

SUPREME COURT OF INDTIA
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(s)(Civil) No(s). 1394/2023

VANASHAKTI Petitioner(s)
VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA Respondent(s)

(FOR ADMISSION and IA No0.257416/2023-APPROPRIATE

QRDERS/DIRECTIONS )
Date : 02-01-2024 This petition was called on for hearing today.
CORAM

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE B.R. GAVAI
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SANDEEP MEHTA

For Petitioner(s) Mr. Gopal Sankaranarayanan, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Vanshdeep Dalmia, AOR
Ms. Anisha Jian, Adv.
Ms. Tanya Shrivastava, Adv.

For Respondent({s)

UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
ORDER

1. Issue notice returnable in four weeks.

2. Until further orders, there shall be stay of
operation of the Office Memoranda dated 7" July,
2021 and 28" January, 2022 issued by the Ministry of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

(ASHA SUNDRIYAL) (BEENA JOLLY)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS COURT MASTER (NSH)

Signatye Mo Veniied
igitaly s by
SHA S Y AL

Date 208401 ¢5
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