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Date: 7th July, 2021 

Subject: Standard Operating Procedure (SoP) for Identification and handling of 

violation cases under EIA Notification 2006 in compliance to order of 

Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in O.A. No.34/2020 WZ - Regarding. 

The Ministry had issued a notification number S.O.804(E), dated the 

14th March, 2017 detailing the process for grant of Terms of Reference and 

Environmental Clearance in respect of projects or activities which have started the 

work on site and/ or expanded the production beyond the limit of Prior EC or changed 

the product mix without obtaining Prior EC under the EIA Notification, 2006. 

2. This Notification was applicable for six months from the date of publication i.e.

14.03.2017 to 13.09.2017 and further based on court direction from 14.03.2018 to

13.04.2018.

3. Hon 'ble NGT in Original Application No. 287 of 2020 in the matter of Dastak

N.G.O. Vs Synochem Organics Pvt. Ltd. &Ors. and in applications pertaining to same

subject matter in Original Application No. 298 of 2020 in Vineet Nagar Vs. Central

Ground Water Authority &Ors., vide order dated 03.06.2021 held that "( ... ) for past

violations, the concerned authorities are free to take appropriate action in

accordance with polluter pays principle, following due process'.

4. Further, the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in O.A No. 34/2020 WZ in the

matter of Tanaji B. Gambhire vs. Chief Secretary, Government of Maharashtra and

ors., vide order dated 24.05.2021 has directed that " ••• a proper SoP be laid down

for grant of EC in such cases so as to address the gaps in binding law and

practice being currently followed. The MoEF may also consider circulating such

SoP to all SEIAAs in the country".

5. Therefore, in compliance to the directions of the Hon'ble NGT a Standard

Operating Procedure (SoP) for dealing with violation cases is required to be drawn.The

Ministry is also seized of different categories of 'violation' cases which have been
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