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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Clarification regarding Gazette Notification No. S.O. 3252 (E) 

dated 22.12.2014 on applicability of Environmental Clearance -

regarding. 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change vide Notification S.O. 3252 
(E) dated 22/12/2014, amended the item 8 (a) of schedule to the EIA Notification 2006 to
state that industrial shed, school, college, hostel for educational institution shall be
exempted from requirement of Environmental Clearance (EC) but shall ensure
sustainable environmental management, solid and liquid waste management, rainwater
harvesting and may use recycled materials such as fly ash bricks.

2. Subsequently, the Ministry had clarified vide Office Memorandum (O.M) dated
05/03/2015 stating that "The word 'Industrial Shed' implies building (whether RCC or
otherwise) which is being used for housing plant and machinery of industrial units and
shall include Godowns and buildings connected with productim. related and other
associated activities of the unit in the same premise". Further, Ministry issued an OM
dated 9/06/2015 clarifying that Notification dated 22/12/2014 provides exemption to
buildings of educational institutions including universities from obtaining prior EC
under the provisions of EIA Notification 2006 subject to sustainable environmental
management and provided a set of guidelines to be followed for building projects to
ensure sustainable environmental management.

3. In addition to the above, the Ministry vide letter dated 06/09/2016 clarified that
the principle is of a dominant purpose. If an Industry is not covered under the EIA
Notification 2006 for obtaining prior EC, it shall not be required to obtain prior EC under
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