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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Sub: Guidelines for granting Environmental Clearance (EC) under para 

7(ii)(a) of EIA Notification, 2006, for expansion up to 50%, within 

the existing premises/ mine lease area, without additional land 

acquisition - reg. 

Expansion or modernization of existing projects or activities listed in the 

Schedule to the EIA notification 2006 entailing capacity addition with change in 

process or technology and/ or product mix shall be undertaken only after obtaining 

prior Environmental Clearance (EC). 

2. Para 7(ii) of EIA Notification 2006, inter-alia provides that:

a. Projects seeking prior EC for expansion with increase in the production

capacity beyond the capacity for which prior environmental clearance was

granted [with increase in lease area or production capacity in mining projects]

shall be considered by the concerned Expert Appraisal Committee [or SEAC,

as the case may be] to decide whether Environment Impact Assessment and

public consultations need to be carried out for grant of EC.

b. Expansion of existing projects [listed in item numbers 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the

Schedule having Prior Environmental Clearance] with no increase in pollution

load shall be exempt from the requirement of prior EC (derived on the basis of

such prior EC).

c. Any change in configuration of the plant or activity from the EC conditions

during execution of the project, shall not require prior EC, if there is no change

in production capacity and there is no increase in pollution load.

3. The Ministry has been continuously making efforts to streamline the

procedure for projects seeking prior Environmental Clearance (EC) under the

different provisions of para ?(ii) of the EIA Notification 2006. Vide O.M. No. J-

11015/224/2015-IA.II(M) dated 15.09.2017, the Ministry provided certain

guidelines for expansion of Coal mining projects up to 40% capacity in two-three

phases subject to certain conditions. Subsequently, vide OM No. IA3-22/23/2021-

IA.III [E167077] dated 20.10.2021, the Ministry also issued guidelines for expansion

of Iron, Manganese, Bauxite and Limestone mining projects upto 20% capacity,

subject to certain conditions.
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