MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED ON 25.05.2017 AT
GOPALSAMY NAIKAR MARRIAGE HALL, VILLIANUR FOR THE PROPOSED
AUGMENTATION OF LPG STORAGE CAPACITY FROM 300 MT TO 900 MT BY
INSTALLING 2 X 300 MT MOUNDED STORAGE UNIT AT THE EXISTING LPG
BOTTLING PLANT AT ODIYAMPET, VILLIANUR, PUDUCHERRY BY
M/S. INDIAN OIL CORPORATION LIMITED

Public Hearing commenced at 11.00 AM with Dr, Satyendra Singh Dursawat, I.A.S.,

District Collector in the Chair.

Dr. N. Ramesh, Environmental Engineer, Department of Science, Technology and
Environment /Puducherry Pollution Control Committee welcomed the gathering and outlined
the procedure for Public Hearing. He said that M/s. Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IoCL)
has proposed to increase the LPG Storage capacity from 300 MT to 900 MT by installing
additional 2 x 300 MT mounded Storage unit in the existing Indane Bottling Plant located at
Odiyampet, Villianur, Puducherry. As per the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA)
Notification, 2006 notified by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,
Government of India, the project proponent has applied for Environmental clearance to the
concerned authority. As a part of the procedure for Environmental Clearance, the Public
Hearing is being conducted after giving wide advertisement in leading Tamil and English
News Paper and PPCC website before 30 days. He stated that the copies of Environment
Impact Assessment Report, Risk Analysis Report and Executive Summaries were hosted in
PPCC web site and also made available for public in the office of the District Collector,
Local Administration Department, Villianur Commune Panchayat, District Industries Centre,
Regional office of the Ministry of Environment. Forest and Climate Change, South Eastern
Zone, Chennai and PPCC.

Then, District Collector invited the representatives of the industry to explain about the

present project.

On behalf of I0CL, Dr. G. Pandian, Senior Plant Manager and Shri. M. Vinoth
Environment Consultant, M/s. Ultra Tech made a detailed presentation about the project
proposal. They said that the Indane Bottling Plant was established in the year 1993 and
functioning for the past 24 years with all safety measures and without any accident. Since the

demand for LPG cylinders is increasing day by day, it is proposed to increase the LPG
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storage capacity in the plant. They said that the two number of 300 MT bullets proposed to be
installed under the present project are mounded bullets and are completely safe. They
explained about the industrial process, safety aspects. water requirement, pollution aspects,
monitoring results of air, water and soil quality in the surroundings and findings of
Environmental Impact Assessment report. They said that Risk Assessment was carried out
for the project using Computerized Modeling for various hazard scenarios and it is observed
that the Risk due to the present project is within acceptable limits and there will not be any

impact on the surroundings. They also briefed about the CSR activities carried out by the

industry in Puducherry.

Following the presentation, the District Collector invited the public to express their
views, concerns and questions, if any by clearly indicating their name and the village to

which he / she belongs to.

The views, of the public and clarification given by the project proponent are detailed

below:

L. Thiru. C. Ramesh, Social Worker, Kanuvapet, Villianur:

1. The industry is situated in Odiampet which falls under Thirukanchi Revenue Village.
The information about public hearing has not reached all the 20 villages in this
surroundings. Giving advertisement in News Paper alone is not sufficient. Public
announcement should have been made in the surrounding villages. Even the M.L.A.s
of the two constituencies in this area were not aware of the public hearing. Since the
industry is proposing to increase the LPG storage capacity to 900 MT, this is a
hazardous project. This Public Hearing should be postponed and conducted again
after informing the people of all surrounding villages properly.

2. When this plant was started in 1993, the industry promised that they will provide job
opportunities, drinking water, road, playground and other facilities to the surrounding
villages. But they have failed to do it. The ground water quality has become saline in
the village in which the plant is located. Instead of, providing drinking water facilities
for the local village the industry is setting up R.O. plant for drinking water purpose at
Karikalampakkam Village which is located 5 km away.

3. Most of the LPG load from this plant (about 21-22 load) is being sent to Tamil Nadu

for sale. Only 7-8 load is allotted for Puducherry. Moreover, the Indane distributors in
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II.

Puducherry are very less compared to other LPG companies. Hence there is no benefit
for Puducherry due to the present expansion proposal.

At about 50 meters from this plant Shankara Vidhalaya School is present. At about
500 meters distance from this plant Cluny school is present. How was permission
given to these schools near this hazardous industry? Who will be responsible in case
of any accident that would occur in the industry? Either the school or the industry
should be banned.

The industry has not given any employment to the local people.

We welcome the project subject to proper redressal of above points.

Response of Project Proponent - Dr. G. Pandian, Senior Plant Manager:

. The due procedure regarding announcement of Pubic Hearing stipulated in the

Environment Impact Assessment Notification was followed by Puducherry Pollution

Control Committee officials.

IOCL had initially proposed to setup the R.O plant in Villianur only for providing
drinking water to the public. Since, Government officials informed that it is proposed
to close that borwell as water quality in the borwell was not fit for drinking, based on
Government request the R.O. plant was then setup in Karikalampakkam village.

[OCL has given employment to more than 40 persons from surrounding villages like

Thirukanchi and Uruvayaru.

If any hazardous incidence occurs in the plant its impact will be only within the plant
boundary. There will be no impact on the schools located in the surrounding.

The Explosives Department from Nagpur conducts annual inspection of the plant.
OISD and MDT also conduct frequent surprise inspections. The industry functions

following all the norms laid by these authorities.

Thiru. S. Vijayakumar, Thilai Nagar, Villianur:

- All the public were not informed about the meeting. Is it sufficient if information is

given through news paper advertisement alone? Advertisement should have been
made in public places through loudspeakers.
On the North East side of the factory a residential layout is being developed.

The industry has not conducted any medical camp for the local villagers.



Response of Project Proponent - Dr. G. Pandian, Senior Plant Manager:
IOCL has conducted many medical camps for the local public. In the year 2014, a
medical camp was organized in Vidhyashram school near the plant through PIMS

hospital where nearly 650 nos. of local villagers got treatment.

Response of Project Proponent — Smt. K. Prema, Senior Manager (LPG Sales):

. The objective of IOCL is to ensure that the LPG cylinders are supplied to the public
continuously without any delay. At times, when there is some disruption in the
supply of LPG to the bottling plant due to stoppage of LPG Bulk Truck movement or
other‘reasons, continuous supply of cylinders to the public can be ensured only if
there is adequate storage capacity within the plant. Hence it is proposed to increase
the LPG storage capacity.

Such industry cannot be established without following due safety norms. Only after
obtaining license from PESO to store and handle LPG such plants can be established.
PESO will continuously monitor the safety aspects of the industry and renew the
license.

- Regarding supply of LPG cylinders to other states, first preference is given to
Puducherry only. The balance is only sent to other states.

The purpose of IOCL is to supply LPG cylinders to the public continuously without
any delay. Apart from this, the company is also taking up CSR activities. If there is
any demand from the surrounding villages for activities that could be taken up under

CSR, the same will be considered.

Thiru. S. Vijayakumar, Odiampet:
Accidents can happen at any time. If any accident similar to the nuclear accident that
occurred in Japan in 2011 occurs in the industry due to vapour cloud explosion how

will the industry handle it.

Response of Project Proponent - Shri. M., Vinoth, Environment Consultant:

Since the LPG Storage Bullets are mounded bullets there is no chance of leakage of
gas from this. Further, [OCL has installed adequate gas sensors around the plant. Any
gas leak will be immediately detected and the safety systems will be automatically
actuated. The unit has adequate water storage for fire fighting and hydrant systems.

Since, LPG is a dense gas it will tend to spread at ground level only and will not
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disperse into air. Hence any leakage will be immediately detected and controlled

within the plant boundary limits. There will not be any impact on the surroundings.

IV. Smt. K. Thilakavathi, National Awardee Teacher and President, Oulgaret
Commune Consumer Forum:

I. We should see whether the school came first or industry came first in this area. The
industry only came first. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the school authorities to
take adequate safety precautions. The industry should not be blamed.

2. We take several measures to save the goods required for us. To avoid food scarcity
during rainy days, we build godowns to save the food. This project is similar to this.
The industry is planning to increase the LPG storage capacity so that LPG cylinders
will be supplied to the public without any hindrance even during crisis situations.
Puducherry will get unhindered supply of LPG cylinders due to this project. Hence
this project is welcome one.

3. It is not wrong to supply the cylinders manufactured in this Puduchery unit to other
states. We have been asking other states to supply water to us and this is similar to
that. Every State is depending on other states for some or other needs.

4. 10CL has asked 48 consumer forum like us in Puducherry to create public awareness
on LPG savings. Now we will also be doing camps to create public awareness on the

importance of such LPG industries and their safety aspects.

V. Thiru. N. Arun, Puducherry Science Forum:

I. LPG is one of the essential commodities. Since the population is increasing day by
day, the LPG industries are bound to increase their capacities.

2. The industry should have in place adequate safety measure and try to remove the
apprehension of the public on the safety aspects of the industry.

3. LPG cylinders are brought from other States to Puducherry by many distributors.

Similarly IOCL is sending the Indane PG cylinders to other states. There is nothing

wrong in it.
VI. Thiru. S.K. Yuvarasa, Karikalampakkam:

I. IOCL is operating in Puducherry for the past 24 years without any problems.

2. Since the demand for LPG is increasing day by day, such projects which are for
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3. The industry should conduct awareness campaign in the surrounding villages about

the industry and its safety aspects.

VII.  Thiru. M. Sivashankar, President, Puducherry Traders Federation:

I. We should welcome new industries to Puducherry. Industries which are already
functioning like this, should be encouraged to develop further. There were 10,000
industries in Puducerry in the past. About 9250 industries have left Puducherry and
only 750 is functioning now.

2. In places where such LPG industries arc not there, it takes atleast 10 days for supply
of LPG cylinders to the public. In Puducherry, LPG cylinder is supplied within 2 to 3
days.

3. This industry is functioning in an industrial area for the past 24 years. Some schools
were started in the vicinity 2 years back. Since this is industrial area development of

existing industries should not be hindered.

After obtaining the views of the public. the District Collector instructed the industry
to suitably attend to the concerns raised by the public and also to obtain all necessary

clearances from the local authorities before commencing the project.

Then, the Environmental Engineer of Department of Science, Technology and
Environment / Puducherry Pollution Control Committee read out the proceedings of the
Public Hearing. Dr. R. Sagaya Alfred, Senior Scientific Officer, Department of Science,
Technology and Environment / Puducherry Pollution Control Committee concluded the

Public Hearing with vote of thanks.

Copy of list of public who attended the Public Hearing, News paper advertisement

copy and the recorded video (CD) of the entire proceedings are enclosed.

Dr. Satyendra SingN Dursawat, [.A.S.
District Collector
Puducherry District, Puducherry
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Attendance Sheet - I0CL Public

Hearing on 25.05.2017

GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY

DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT

PUDUCHERRY POLLUTION CONTROL COMMITTEE

*Rhkkk

Conduct of Public Hearing for the proposed augmentation of LPG Storage

capacity from 300 MT to 900 MT by installing 2 x 300 MT mounded Storage

unit by M/s. Indian Qil Corporation Limited (IOCL), Odiyampet, Villianur,

Puducherry on 25.05.2017 at 09.00 AM at M/s. Gopalsamy Naikar Marriage

Hall, Villianur, Puducherry

Attendance Sheet

Sl. No.

Name, Address & Phone Number
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Attendance Sheet - I0CL Public Hearing on 25.05.2017
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Attendance Sheet - 10CL Public Hearing on 25.05.2017
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Attendance Sheet - I0CL Public Hearing on 25.05.2017
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Attendance Sheet - 10CL Public Hearing on 25.05.2017
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